
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Reason for Decision 
The purpose of this report is to consider two objections to a proposal for prohibition of 
waiting restrictions to be introduced at Moston Road, Middleton. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the objections be dismissed and the proposal introduced as 
advertised in accordance with the schedule in the original report. 
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TRO Panel 29 July 2021 
 
Moston Road, Middleton  – Objection to Traffic Regulation Order 
 
1 Background 
 
1.1 A report recommending the introduction of prohibition of waiting restrictions at Moston 

Road, Middleton, was approved under delegated powers on 6 January 2020.  The 
proposal was subsequently advertised and two letters of objection were received. 
 

1.2 A copy of the approved report is attached at Appendix A and a copy of the objections are 
attached at Appendix B. 

 
1.3 The proposal was promoted to address an issue with vehicles parking in a dedicated 

turning facility, in the form of a turning head, positioned on the west side of Moston Road. 
It was reported by a local business and by the Council’s Waste Management Team. 

 
1.4 At the midway point along the road, which extends from Grimshaw Lane to Greengate, 

there is a section of unadopted highway unsuitable for the passage of larger vehicles.  The 
turning head situated near here provided a place for these vehicles to turn and exit in 
forward gear via the entry point at Grimshaw Lane.  The unadopted section was closed in 
2019 due to fly-tipping issues and this led to an increase in demand for use of the turning 
facility. 

 
1.5 There are a number of residential, commercial and industrial properties in the vicinity of 

the turning head which generate a demand for on-street parking.  The turning head is 
regularly used as a parking area for vehicles preventing it from being used as intended. 
 

2 Objections 
 
2.1        Two objections were received from local businesses.  In summary, the objectors claim that 

there is already a high demand for on-street spaces near the turning head and the 
proposal will reduce the availability of spaces further, increasing tensions between 
residents and the businesses over parking spaces.  The objectors also claim that 
restrictions would not be required if the road was signed as a no through road and request 
that the Council consider alternative options such as opening up the disused car park 
positioned behind the turning head. 

 
2.2        Although there are competing demands for on-street parking in this area, site inspections 

have found that ample on-street spaces are available further north along Moston Road, 
although the objectors claim that staff are reluctant to use these areas because of anti-
social activity.  The Highway Authority is not responsible for providing on-street parking but 
has a duty in respect of road safety matters.  The turning head was constructed 
specifically for use as a turning facility and when it cannot be used this increases the 
number of reversing manoeuvres along Moston Road. 
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2.3 It should be noted that the car park behind the turning head is now in use and cannot 
provide the extra spaces as suggested and the Council is not responsible for creating 
extra on-street parking spaces in situations such as these.  The Council will however look 
into providing a no through road sign to reduce the number of vehicles travelling to the end 
of the road, but it should be noted that this does not render the turning head redundant. 
The turning head should be kept free of parked vehicles to allow legitimate access and 
egress safely.  Since the scheme was advertised the advanced signing for the low bridge 
located on Grimshaw Lane has been upgraded.  This should also reduce the number of 
HGVs entering Moston Road looking for an alternative route to avoid the low bridge. 

 
2.4 The lengths of restriction proposed are not considered excessive and are the minimum 

thought necessary to prevent parking within the turning head and to provide space for 
larger vehicles to turn in and out of the turning head safely.  The restrictions also protect 
some of the accesses to the benefit of the businesses.  However, given the strength of 
objections, the TRO Panel may want to consider relaxing the proposal by reducing the 
length of restriction on the west side of Moston Road to lessen any effect on on-street 
parking, but it should be borne in mind that this may affect turning manoeuvres into and 
out of the caravan storage facility at 181 Moston Road. 

 
2.5 In considering the objections, the TRO Panel should be mindful that the original request to 

deal with the issue of obstruction at the turning head was reported to the Council by one of 
the objectors and by the Councils own Waste Management Team to allow refuse 
collection vehicles to turn around safely. 

 
3 Options/Alternatives 
 
3.1 Option 1 – Introduce the proposed restrictions as advertised. 
 
 Option 2 – Relax the length of the proposed restrictions. 
 
 Option 3 – Do not introduce the proposed restrictions. 
 
4 Preferred Option 
 
4.1 The preferred option is Option 1. 
 
5 Consultation 
 
5.1 These were detailed with in the previous report. 
 
6 Comments of Chadderton Central Ward Councillors 
 
6.1 The Ward Councillors have been consulted and all Councillors from Chadderton Central 

Ward have been approached on a number of occasions during the past few years to try 
and find a solution to this problem.  The situation has been exacerbated by the closure of 
the unadopted section of Moston Road and the introduction of the Public Space Protection 
Order.  The proposed waiting restriction should help to alleviate the situation. 

 
7 Financial Implications  
 
7.1 These were dealt with in the previous report. 
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8 Legal Services Comments 
 
8.1 These were dealt with in the previous report. 
 
9 Co-operative Agenda 
 
9.1 In respect of introducing prohibition of waiting restrictions on Moston Road, there are no 

Co-operative issues or opportunities arising and the proposals are in line with the 
Council’s Ethical Framework. 

 
10 Human Resources Comments 
 
10.1 None. 
 
11 Risk Assessments 
 
11.1 None. 
 
12 IT Implications 
 
12.1 None. 
 
13 Property Implications 
 
13.1 None. 
 
14 Procurement Implications 
 
14.1 None. 
 
15 Environmental and Health & Safety Implications 
 
15.1 These were dealt with in the previous report. 
 
16 Equality, community cohesion and crime implications 
 
16.1 These were dealt with in the previous report. 
 
17 Equality Impact Assessment Completed? 
 
17.1  No 
 
18 Key Decision 
 
18.1 No. 
 
19 Key Decision Reference 
 
19.1 Not applicable. 
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20 Background Papers 
 
20.1 The following is a list of background papers on which this report is based in accordance with 

the requirements of Section 100(1) of the Local Government Act 1972.  It does not include 
documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information as defined by the Act: 

 
None. 
 

21 Appendices 
 
21.1 Appendix A – Approved Mod Gov Report 
 Appendix B - Copy of Objections 
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APPENDIX A 
 

APPROVED MOD GOV REPORT 
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COPY OF OBJECTIONS 
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Dear Mrs Elwood, 
 

I refer to the above and your letter dated 10th May 2020. 
 

I would like it to be noted that I strongly object to the proposed plans to introduce no waiting areas 

where stated. 
 

there is strong feeling amongst the neighbouring community with regards to parking in this area. 
 

On the afternoon of Friday 5th June neighbours at Moston Road verbally abused and threatened 

physical violence to three members of my staff over parking issues.  this is not the first time this has 

happened. 
 

Tensions are very high and this will only aggravate the situation. 
 

we as a company are in a very difficult position, 
 

 ITI (our neighbours) have assumed all parking spaces across the road belong to them 
 Neighbours in the terraced housing opposite feel they have a legal right to park outside their 

own houses even though some now have multiple vehicles. 
 (land leaseholder) of Moston Rd., feels he has a right to demand space for caravaners to turn 

to access his land for caravan storage twice a year. 
 this leaves us in the middle and everyone thinks we are the guilty party for parking outside 

people’s houses etc. 

this then creates a tit for tat situation where the neighbours then park directly on the land directly 

outside our building (which is part of our leasehold) causing difficulties for us loading and 

unloading and parking. 

 

The council really need to step in here and come up with a sensible solution to increase parking 

spaces for all, not reduce space. 

 

if the plans go ahead, staff will be forced to park down the street along with us causing greater 

tensions amongst the neighbours. 

 

I propose opening up the large parking area which belongs to the business park on Greengate 

opposite us 

 

there is a ramp already built from our side which currently has a locked barrier, this would provide 

the perfect relief to the situation. 

 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

I trust this is ok and look forward to hearing from you soon. 


